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TO THE READER. 


The following note is at once’ the author’s reason and 


apology for intruding this sermon upon your attention: 


Port Ricumonp, June, 24, 1865. 
My Dear Sr: 


Having listened with deep interest to your discourse 


upon Psalm xix., 1, delivered in my pulpit last Sab- 


bath, I desire very much to obtain a copy of it. It 
was the utterance of thoughts which had long been 
floating in indistinct form in my own mind, and a 
noble vindication of the ways of the Most High in 
permitting sin to enter and ravage so long and fear- 
fully in our world. I thank you for giving me new 
and higher views of this mystery. They have gone 
far to’ relieve my mind from a distressing perplexity 
which has often assailed me, as it doubtless has many 
others desiring to be devout students of the Divine 
character and works. Allow me to suggest the publi- 
cation of the discourse.. I sincerely believe that it 
would be useful to many of our brethren in the min- 


istry, and others. 





You have lifted me higher into the spiritual atmos- 
phere, so that I feel better able to contemplate that 
‘mystery not only without dismay, but with mingled 
reverence and wonder that God, by such means, should 
accomplish a design so beneficent and grand. 

Others also would thank you, if you would give 
them the opportunity. Think of what I suggest. 


(Signed, ) Yours always, 


JAMES BROWNLEE. 
To Rev. Ave. Biavvet, 
, Bergen Point, N. J. 

















“THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE 
GLORY OF GOD.” 


PSALM XIX., 1. 





It would be entertaining to pass an hour amid the curious con- 
ceptions, the brilliant superstitions of the ancients as concerns the 
constitution and extent of the physical universe. Higher purposes 
than mere amusement, however, are before us. Let us stand there- 
fore for a moment beside the modern student of the skies, searching 
with telescopic eye after the glory of God in the heavens. 

How the mind is staggered by the revelation! This spacious 
earth of ours, and yonder massive sun, encircled by his stupendous 
planets with their satelites,—these are the veriest atoms in the uni- 
verse! Around, above, beneath, are out-lying a countless multitude 
of other celestial bodies. Indeed, it is computed that light itself, 
flashing through space as it does fully twelve millions of miles 
every minute, would yet require at least three millions of years to 
plunge across those out-lying spheres at their deepest range! And 
what a commentary have we here upon the character of that God 
who not merely created all these infinite hosts of heavenly orbs, but 
who from all eternity is likewise upholding and governing amid 
them, so that not in a single one of all their multitudes so much as 
a sparrow falleth to the ground without his will! 

Still, it is not upon the merely physical aspects of the universe 
that we would look for a declaration of the divine glory. Let us 
the rather proceed to the discussion of the following topic: Amid 








4 


the myriads upon myriads of existent worlds, is this the only one inhabit- 
ed by moral creatures? That such is not the case there seems to be the 
strongest presumptive proof. “Why suppose,” says Dr. CHALMERS, 
“that this little spot, little at least in the immensity which surrounds 
it, should be the exclusive abode of life and of intelligence? What 
reason to think that those mighter globes which roll in other parts 
of creation, and which we have discovered to be worlds in magni- 
tude, are not also worlds in use and in dignity? Why should we 
think that the great Architect of nature, supreme in wisdom as he 
is in power, would call these stately mansions into existence and 
leave them unoccupied? * * * But this is not all; we have 
something more than the mere magnitude of the planets to allege 
in favor of the idea that they are inhabited. * * * They have 
the same succession of day and night, they have the same agreeable 
Vicissitude of the seasons. * * * And God has also made to 
them great lights, to all of them he has given the sun to rule the 
day, and to many of them has he given moons to rule the night. 
To them he has made the stars also. And God has set them in the 
firmament of heaven to give light unto their earth and to rule over 
the day, and over the night, and to divide the light from the dark- 
ness; and God has seen that it was good. In all these greater 
arrangements of divine wisdom, we see that God has done the same 
things for the accommodation of the planets that he has done for the 
earth which we inhabit. And shall we say that the resemblance 
stops here, because we are not in a situation to observe it? * * * 
that the greater part of creation is an empty parade? and that not 
a worshipper of the Divinity is to be found through the wide extent 
of yon vast and immeasurable regions? 

“Tt lends a delightful confirmation to the argument when, from 
the growing perfection of our instruments, we can discover a new 
point of resemblance between our earth and the other bodies of the 
planetary system. * * * We can see of one that its surface 
rises into inequalities: that it swells into mountains and stretches 
into valleys; of another, that it is surrounded by an atmosphere 
which may support the respiration of animals; of a third, that 
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clouds are formed and suspended over it, which may minister to it 
all the bloom and luxuriance of vegetation ; and of a fourth, that a 
white color spreads over its northern regions as its winter advances, 
and that on the approach of its summer this whitenessis dissipated, 
giving room to suppose that the element of water abounds in it.” 

Again. Having stated wherefore it is that so many astronomers 

of the present day have concluded that each of the innumerable 
fixed stars revealed by the telescope is a separate sun, our author 
exclaims: “Shall we say then of these vast luminaries that they 
were createdin vain! Were they called into existence for no other 
purpose than to throw a tide of useless splendor over the solitudes 
of immensity! Our sun is only one of these luminaries, and we 
know that he has worlds in his train. Why should we strip the 
rest of this princely attendance? Why may not each of them be 
the centre of his own system and give light to his own worlds? 
* * * Why resist any longer the grand and interesting conclu- 
sion? Each of these stars may be the token of a system as vast 
and as splendid as the one which we inhabit. Worlds roll in these 
distant regions, and these worlds must be the abode of life and intelli- 
gence. In yon gilded canopy of heaven we see the broad aspect of the 
universe, where each shining point presents us with a sun, and each 
sun with a system of worlds; where the Divinity reigns in all the 
grandeur of his attributes; where he peoples immensity with his 
wonders, and travels in the greatness of his strength through the 
dominions of one vast and unlimited monarchy !” 

Such, much condensed and but in part, is the argument of CHAL- 
MERS. And to us there seems an irresistible force in his reasoning. 
Still the anonymous author of the work entitled “ The Plurality of 
Worlds,” has ventured to grapple with the champion mind of Scot- 
land in this connection,—whether successfully or unsuccessfully we 
may not claim the scientific information essential to decide. Permit 

us however to present you with the decision of President Hrrcu- 
cock, than whom there is perhaps none more qualified to judge in 
such affairs. He introduces the work in question to the American 
public. He confesses to an admiration for the ability of its argu 
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ment, and to a conviction of the truthfulness of many of its conclu- 
sions. He says: “Though we must demur as to some of the views 
of this work, we can cordially recommend its perusal to intelligent 
and reasoning minds. It is an effort in the right direction, and we 
think will do much to correct some false notions respecting the Plu- 
rality of Worlds.” And again: “Are not the fixed stars the suns of 
other systems? We will thank those who think so to read the chap- 
ter in this work that treats of the fixed stars, and we presume they 
will be satisfied that at least many of these bodies exhibit characters 
quite irreconcilable with such an hypothesis. And if some are not 
central suns, the presumption that the rest are is weakened, and we 
must wait till a greater perfection of instruments shall afford us 
some positive evidence, before we know whether our solar system is 
a type of any others.” 

“Thus far,” the President continues, “it seems to us that our 
author has firm ground, both geological and astronomical, to stand 
upon. But he does not stop here. He takes the position that prob- 
ably our earth may be the only body in the solar system, nay, in the 
universe, where an intellectual, moral and immortal being, like man, 
has an existence. * * * He does not think it derogatory to 
divine Wisdom to have created and arranged all the other bodies of 
the universe to give convenience and elegance to the abode of such 
a being,—especially since this was to be the theatre of the work of 
redemption.” 

“ Now,”—these are still the words of Dr. Hrrcucock,—“ we sym- 
pathise strongly in views that give dignity and exaltation to man, 
and not at all with that debasing philosophy, so common at this 
day, that looks upon him as little more than a somewhat improved 
orang. But we cannot admit that man is thé only exalted created 
being to be found among the vast array of worlds around us. Geol- 
ogy does, indeed, teach us that it is no disparagement of divine wis- 
dom and benevolence to make a world,—and if one, why not many, 
—the residence of inferior creatures; nay, and leave it without 
inhabitants for untold ages. But it also shows us that when such 
worlds have passed through those preparatory changes, rational and 
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immortal beings may be placed upon them. Nay, does not the his- 
tory of our world show us that this seems to be the grand object of 
such vast periods of preparation? And is it not incredible that 
amid the countless bodies of the universe, a single globe only, and 
that a small one, should have reached the condition adapted to the 
residence of beings made in the image of God? Of what possible 
use to man are those numberless worlds visible only through the 
most powerful telescopes? Surely such a view gives us a very nar- 
row idea of the plans and purposes of Jehovah, and one not sustained, 
in our opinion, by the analogies of science.” 

Such then is the estimate of Dr. HrtcHcock, as regards the ablest 
argument ever put forth, (so far as we know,) upon scientific 
grounds, to disprove the idea that other worlds beside our own are 
inhabited. The very man who introduces it to our notice at the 
same time pronounces it to be inconclusive upon the one great point 
before us, at the same time announces, that having read it in admira- 
tion for its ability, and as a disciple of some of its peculiar views, 
he still, as a man of science, remains unshaken in belief that it is 
“incredible that amid the countless bodies of the universe a single 
globe only, and that a small one, should have reached the condition 
adapted to the residence of beings made in the image of God.” And 
if this be the judgement of its introducing friend, assuredly we 
arrogate nothing to ourselvesin forming of it the same opinion, even 
that it is inconclusive as an attempt to disprove the idea for which, 
in common with Dr. CHALMERS, we are contending. 

And now what saith the Scripture? Here we. can expect no 
explicit revelation. The Bible might as well have fore-stalled a Co- 
lumbus by revealing to the fathers the existence of this to them un- 
dreamed of continent, as to have anticipated the telescope by dis- 
abusing their minds of the idea that they could see the entire physi- 
cal universe with the naked eye! On the same principle, we may 
as reasonably demand an express “thus saith the Lord” for the fact 
that this portion of our world was inhabited when discovered, as for 
the fact that similar worlds to this are, or are not, the abodes of 
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moral creatures. The subject is evidently one, not for divine reve- 
lation, but for human research and reasoning. 


Does it therefore seem a topic fitter for the philosopher than for 
the preacher? Far be it from us to substitute man’s conceits for “the 
truth as it is in Jesus!” but shall not ministers of the gospel avail 
themselves of the discoveries of modern astronomers in respect of 
the physical aspects of the universe, to show that the Hebrew Poet 
in no wise knew how grand a strain he sang in saying: “ The 
heavens declare the glory of God?” Yea, and shall we not likewise 
extend our investigations amid the moral aspects of the universe, 
if haply we may be led to see that we have as yet ourselves but 
little understood how sublime this simple sentence of the Scripture 
is? This subject, then, is appropriate for the pulpit, though not a 
matter of direct revelation. 

Thus far, that we may neither, on the one hand, look to the Scrip- 
tures for positive proof on the point before us, nor, on the other, be 
deterred from advancing in its discussion, as if it were a theme 
unseemly for the Sabbath and the sanctuary. 

To proceed therefore. The theory of the universe which we are 
advocating, appears to us plainly in the Divine Word as a matter of 
legitimate inference. For example: “ God is Love.” How he loves 
this one world! He has prayed over its wanderings in Gethsemane, 
and suffered because of its sins upon Calvary, rather than give it up 
as lost to his affections! Yea, he is represented as its Father, going 
daily to the door of the old homestead, and looking forth towards 
the far country in the which it was running its sad course of har- 
lotry and riotous living. And when it came to itself a little, and 
began returning to implore a very servant’s place in his favor, he 
would hear of this not a word, but ran forth and fell upon its neck 
and kissed it welcome home again. And can we conceive that this 
God hath children at this point alone in the physical universe—that 
in all other worlds he must wander as childless, must lavish his 
love upon naught but dust? Can mere matter satisfy the yearning 
of even a human heart? How much less that of the infinite Father ! 
Or will some one say that the manner in which God hath mani- 
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fested his love for this one earth, looks as if it were an only child? 
Not so. The Lord Jesus Christ seems rather to indicate the truth 
when he says: “ What man of you having an hundred sheep, if he 
lose one of them, doth he not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?” Have we not 
in this passage more than an intimation of a plurality of worlds? 
Think not this interpretation far fetched or fanciful. It is not ours: 
it is ALFORD’s, Here is his language: “If it be required that the 
words should be literally explained, seeing that the ninety-nine did 
not err, then I see no other way but to suppose them to be the 
world’s that have not fallen, and the one that has strayed, our human 
nature in this world.” Not that this earth of ours is an only child, 
therefore, but that it is an only Jost child ; this apparently explains 
wherefore it is that God hath loved it thus above all others. But of 
this more anon. 

Again. Take our text: “ The heavens declare the glory of God.” 
Is this so, except the hypothesis of our argument be the truth? To 
illustrate. If this globe alone in the universe is inhabited, where 
then is God’s glory as the Oreator of the heavens? True, in their 
physical aspects, simply, they are a magnificent display of mere 
power—of wisdom likewise; that kind of wisdom known among 
men as mechanical skill. Thus far the heavens are, indeed, the 
handiwork of a God, worthy of and honoring to their Maker,—provi- 
ded only and always that they are not an end, but merely a means 
to something higher. For when we search through yonder vast 
array of worlds after the divine glory, will it suffice if we discover in 
them simply that God is of infinite power and supreme among arti- 
sans? Nay; we must see in them some fuller manifestation—some 
more exhaustive development cf his perfections. Such is in the 
midst of us, yea, such is man. Blot out the whole physical universe 
at a single stroke, but leave man and his kindred of loving hearts and 
reasoning minds and immortal spirits, if.such there be in other 
spheres,—leave these and you have retained God’s glory from the 
wreck of the entire material creation. And shall he who, at this 

point, has shown not only that he can make worlds meet for man to 
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dwell in, but also that he can make man himself,—shall this God at 
all other points in the universe descend to be a mere world-maker ? 
Shall the sculptor who has evoked from marble such shapes of splen- 
dor that thousands and tens of thousands weekly stand before them, 
spell-bound by the mute eloquence of their beauty,—shall this sculp- 
tor now forsake his high vocation, and become a mere hewer of 
stone in the quarry? Shall the artist who not merely in respect of 
the fairy children of the imagination, but likewise as regards the 
very angels of heaven, can compel them, coming forth from their con- 
cealment in the winds, to linger upon canvas, like an enchantment— 
a celestial vision—amid the admiring multitudes of connoisseurs ; 
shall this artist, after a single triumph of his genius, henceforward 
be known as but a dauber of signs, or a painter of houses? And, 
if of men we thus must reason, can it be possible that the same God 
who made man here, is but a world-maker elsewhere ?—who created 
creatures in his own image here, is content with making merely 
immense masses of matter‘and twirling them idly in the air at all 
other points in the universe? A thought so derogatory to the di- 
vine character may not for a moment be conceded. 

Nor is this all:—“The Lord,” saith the Psalmist, “ hath pre- 
pared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
Bless the Lord, ye his angels that excel in strength, that do his com- 
mandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless the Lord, 
all ye his hosts, ye ministers of his that do his pleasure. Bless the 
Lord, all his works in all places of his dominions. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul.” Here the divine Majesty js set forth as a King, seated 
upon his throne in the heavens, worthy of all honor and service and 
homage throughout his boundless domains. And, upon the supposi- 
tion that in this world alone, amid the countless. throngs of worlds, 
he hath or loving subjects or intelligent worshippers, where, then, 
is his glory as the Ruler of the universe ? 

Hear yea parable. A certain monarch of a small island in the 
sea came into possession of a vast, uninhabited continent. Into this 
he sent forth year after year a multitude of laborers and artisans. 
And so, in process of time, the wilderness had vanished. In a mil- 
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lion fertile fields were heaped up the golden treasures of the harvest 
time. Herds were upon every hill-side, and flocks were in every 
valley. All over the land there were likewise mansions and hamlets 
and cities. And, after all these preparations, as if for the in-dwelling 
of a mighty nation, had been completed, behold it came to pass that 
the king in his imperial wisdom withdrew the very last man from 

hat immense continent of his possessions, and outside of his insig- 
nificant island in the sea, had not a single subject! Could a mortal 
monarch, in his senses, so outrage every judicious principle of admin- 
istering a realm? And are we yet to conceive that the God of infi- 
nite wisdom has fitted up all yon myriads upon myriads of worlds, 
and then left them without a single citizen? No, no! The heavens 
declare, not his folly, but his glory. He sits not upon their throne 
as a king without a subject, save in this the most paltry province in 
his measureless dominions. He reigns not in them asin a mere domain 
of dust—a vast expanse of solitude. Each world is a palace of royal 
natures. Yea, and as he journeys in all the grandeur of a God from 
one end of his illimitable empire to the other, he is everywhere wel- 
comed with hosanna and worship and blessing, by a princely proces - 
sion of his own sons and daughters! And with this conception in 
mind, let now the exhortation of the Psalmist go abroad in the hea- 
vens: “ Bless the Lord, ye his angels that excel in strength, that do 
his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless 
the Lord, all ye his hosts, ye ministers of his that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord all his works in all places of his dominions. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul!” Lean forward now and hearken with the 
soul ! 

A feeble note of praise ascendeth from this earth of ours. Above 
us angel and archangel, saint and cherubim and seraphim, take up 
the strain and smite it louder from their harps of gold. Nor is this 
all. Dream not that in all other places of the divine dominions there 
is no heart to love him, and no lip to bless! All the infinite hosts of 
the heavens join in this anthem of “ Glory to God in the highest!” 
O thou who hast an ear for the spiritual, the actual, hear it this 
sacred Sabbath hour, that anthem of.“ Glory to God in the highest,” 
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rolling on forever and forever from world to world, pealing out eter- 
nally from system after system, until the mighty temple of the uni- 
verse trembles in allits length and breadth, and height and depth 
with its sublime hallelujah ! 

Here then, my friends, we have a theory of the universe honoring 
to its divine Architect—supported on the one hand by the analogies 
of science, and upon the other, as it seems to us, by necessary infer- 
ences from Scripture, which we purposely forbear to mulitlpy. 

Yea, and we are persuaded that it is this theory of the uni- 
verse which will yet furnish the key to all the moral mysteries, 
which appear in some regards to overhang the divine administra- 
tion and movement at this one point in the infinite domain. And 
it is because of this conviction that we have been at so much 
pains to establish this theory as a felt fact in the midst of you. 

It is not the sceptic, it is not the infidel, it is the christian who 
is in trouble, and needs comfort in respect of these apparent moral 
mysteries. They can scoff at God because of them, but not so he. 
They are often asa heart-burden to him, these dark unexplained 
passages in the history of the heavenly Father. True, the christian 
feels, yea, and by the highest exercise of reason, even. faith, he 
knows that God must be in these mysteries only as the sun is in the 
clouds; that the angels above the clouds can see him, even now, in 
undiminished glory ; and that we too shall thus behold him by and by. 
And yet, meanwhile, what time we here await the perfect revela- 
tions of the life to come, who of us, my brethren, can all repress a 
painful questioning and wondering in these regards? How could 
the all-merciful Father, foreknowing the fact, and with power to 
prevent it, not only permit, but predetermine that he would permit, 
sin to enter the very garden of Eden, and strike its fangs into the 
heart—infuse its poison into the nature—of all the unborn millions 
of our race? And is it also true that this serpent sin has involved 
Jehovah himeelf in its toils? Can he in verity be the very God, as 
well as a very man, he who, though in his God-head he have a pei- 
fect antidote against the poison of this serpent, is yet as it were 
compelled yonder upon Calvary to receive in his own heart its fangs? 
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Will a man fling away his life to pluck a straw from the ocean, 
when the tempest is abroad upon it? And will the infinite God 
submit himself to such indignity and suffering, as befell the carpen- 
ter from Nazareth, lest such worms of the dust as we should die, as we 
deserve, in our sins? And if indeed it be not all a dream, if indeed 
it be the great fact of all ages and all worlds, that God did 
80 love us that he gave his only begotten Son to die for our sal- 
vation, then why, O why! did this Savior appear so late for our 
rescue? and, having at last appeared, why now rescue us so almost 
imperceptibly? Only think of it! During all the thousands upon 
thousands of years from the promise of Christ far back in the garden, 
onward and onward until his final coming in the clouds of heaven 
to judge the world in ‘righteousness ; during all this vast lapse of 
centuries, hundreds, and thousands, and tens of thousands of souls 
have been, are, and shall be perishing every moment! If God’s Son 
has indeed undertaken to save us, why save but one, while a myriad 
perish, and save thus from generation to generation? And then the 
unsaved dead, is it in very truth, and beyond all hope, a needs-be 
that they should remain thus outcasts from the divine presence and 
love forever and forc r? With the help of the precious blood of 
Jesus, may not the infinite Justice at some point in eternity be en- 
abled to say: “It is enough; no more can I demand the suffering 
of a finite and fallible creature for his sins?” 

Such are the painful questionings concerning God, and sin, and 
death, and hell, with which we all are more or less oppressed at times, 
beloved inthe Lord. And full well are we aware that there be some 
in the midst of us, who will be only too grateful for any, the very 
least, respite from their troubles of spirit in these directions. Take 
up, O our brother, the thought which we have sought to give you, even 
that this earth is but asa drop in the ocean of inhabited worlds. 
Look at it carefully. May it not be the key, as we have said, to 
all these moral mysteries? True, if such it be, we still may not 
hope to fully comprehend its mode of use this side eternity. Yet, 
like a child in the night, experimenting with the lock of an iron 
safe, we have sat, confident that it is the proper key, turning it this 
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way and that in the darkness, until we have seemed at last to hear 
one after another of these mysteries thrown back or starting. 

To explain. Here is our key-thought: This world is only one 
amid the countless millions which are the abode of moral creatures. 
This we have established by argument. Or, if any present still are 
pleased to think otherwise, it will serve our purpose all the same to 
assume that we have done so. 

A few words now concerning the manner in which we propose to 
use this key-thought. 

First. What if among all the worlds this is the only fallen one? 
What if all beside our own are as pure and upright as they first came 
forth from the mind and hand of God? Sucha supposition is, at the 
least, not without some show of proof. So far as we know, we of this 
earth, and, in part, angels, are the only beings in the universe who 
have sinned. We may not pass unnoticed in this connection, how- 
ever, that remarkable theory of sin advanced by Dr. BUSHNELL, in 
his great work upon the “ Vatwral and Supernatural.” His idea is 
“that there is some antecedent necessity, inherent in the conception 
of finite and begun existences, that, in their training as powers, they 
should be passed through the double experience of evil and good, 
fall and redemption.” He does not especially. touch upon the case 
of other worlds, as we remember, but his theory leads him to main- 
tain of the “good angels” that even they, “for aught that appears 
(in the Scriptures) have all been passed through and brought up out of 
a fall, as the redeemed of mankind will be ;” to deny that even they 
can be instanced as “ showing a complete possibility of créating free 
beings, or powers, that will never sin.” Still, he is very careful to 
' guard against allowing us to suppose that he so much as insinuates 
that there is any active, or, in any sense compelling, cause why 


“ finite and begun existences” will almost to a certainty “lapse into 
evil.” This almost certainty he traces back to the “condition priv- 
ative,” in which he conceives all finite beings to begin their existence. 


By this “condition privative” he intends: 
1. “The necessary defect of knowledge and consequent weakness 
of a free person, or power, considered as having just begun to be.” 
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2. The lack of a proper “ drill-practice” in that “ empirical train- 
ing, or course of government,” which he supposes requisite “ to get 
them established in the absolute law of duty,” and which “ empiri- 
cal training must probably have a certain adverse effect for a time, 
before it can mature its better results.” For says he: “The eternal 
idea of justice makes no one just ; that of truth makes no one true ; 
that of beauty makes no soul beautiful. So the eternal law of right 
makes no‘one righteous. All these standard ideas require a process 
or drill, in the field of experience, in order to become matured into 
characters, or to fashion character in the moulds they supply.” 

8. “ There appears to be another condition privative,” he contin- 
ues, “as regards our security against sin, in the social relation of 
powers and their trial in and through that relation, viz.: that they 
are, at first, exposed to invasions of malign influence from each 
other, which can nowise be effectually prevented, save as they are 
finally fortified by the defenses of character.” Such then is the 
“ condition privative,” in which he conceives all finite creatures of 
necessity to begin existence: And this is the reason which he gives 
for expecting their fall almost “as if it were determined by some 
law that annihilates liberty.” 

Now we freely confess that this theory of sin, as it is fully devel- 


oped by Dr. BUSHNELL, appears extremely plausible,—urged upon 
us, a8 it is, by all the brilliant rhetoric, and subtle, powerful argu- 


mentation for which its advocate is so justly celebrated. And we 
congratulate ourselves that it is in nowise essential to our line of 
thought, that we disprove this theory by formal counter arguments. 
For Dr. BUSHNELL himself remarks : “It is not amiss to add, further, 
that what I have here advanced, in a somewhat positive form, con- 
cerning sin, I value mostly as an hypothesis. Indeed, what we want, 
to clear our difficulties here, is not so much a doctrine as to find 
that some rational hypothesis is possible.” In this we quite agree 
with our distinguished author. And the only concern we have as 
against his hypothesis is this: to displace it, if possible, by another 
to which there lies, in some regards, less formidable objection. And 
here, therefore, permit us to both anticipate and digress by stating 
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what is the one great excellence which we would claim for the hy- 
pothesis which we are hastening on to state, as in contrast with that 
under discussion. It is this. That of Dr. BUSHNELL is based upon 
the idea that an actual experience in sin is so certain, that it seems 
well nigh essential, in order that finite and begun powers may be- 
come securely established in full and free obedience to the laws ot 
perfect holiness: our own contends that the same end may be 
reached, without any such universal wreck and misery and shame 
among intelligences. To explain: It is not necessary that every 
child born into the world should in verity put its hand into the flame 
in order to become secure against the peril of fire. It is a merciful 
provision of Providence that the testimony and experience of one 
man as among the eauses of discomfort, distress, danger, destruction 
and death, shall become wisdom, and safety, and life to thousands. 
Are the laws of Providence less beneficent in other parts of the uni- 
verse than here? And what if, therefore, the great mass of finite 
and begun existences may be fully and finally confirmed in the 
righteous enjoyment of their liberty, by means of those moral 
inducements and considerations which may be furnished them out 
of the experience of that few who venture to use their liberty as against 
God? Is not such a supposition less revolting to every humane, not 
to say pious instinct of the Christian, than that we assume this 
result can be secured only by their venturing in an entire mass wpon 
such an auful experiment? It is, therefore, not in the sense of dis- 
proving, but merely of displacing by a less objectionable one,—it is 
in this sense alone that our argument is directed agdinst the pecu- 
liar theory of sin maintained by the sage of Hartford. But when, 
to harmonize his theory with revelation, he undertakes to prove that 
the very angels in heaven may not be adduced as “showing a com- 
plete possibility of creating free beings, or powers, that will never 
sin ;’—that, “for aught appears” in Scripture, even they “have all 
been passed through, and raised up out of a fall, as the redeemed of 
this earth will be,’—then our argument demands that we say : “To 
the law, therefore, and to the testimony.” 


To abbreviate this point as much as possible, we will begin by 
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granting him the interpretation of the 6th verse of Jude, which, fol- 
lowing FABER, he adopts. So far from depending upon that as “the 


principal, or hinge-text on this subject,” we will not use it at all. 
Peter, however, asserts that “God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of dark- 
ness, to be reserved unto judgment.” This assuredly looks as if 
some of the angels had not sinned, and as if all who have, are in 
chains of darkness, instead of the light and liberty of heaven. But 
there is that passage in Colossians concerning Christ: “It pleased 
the Father, * * * by him to reconcile all things to himself— 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven.” 
What does this mean? That Christ has reconciled fallen angels to 
God in any such sense as he is reconciling fallen men? No. “For 
verily he took not on him the nature of angels, but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham,”—or, to give the exact idea of the original : 
“Verily, he did not lay hold of the angels to help them, but the 
seed of Abraham he did lay hold of to help.” If, therefore, the good 
angels have been raised up out of a fall, what hand raised them ? 
Not that which was nailed to Calvary’s Cross. Upon this point the 
Scriptures are explicit. What other hand did, then? If none be- 
neath God’s Son could redeem man, shall a less expiate the sins of 
an angel? Or shall man, though made “a little lower than the an- 
gels,” not merely in endowments, but therefore in responsibility as 
well,—shall he yet be in imperative need of a Savior from sin, and 
they not? Indeed, the faith taught us by our fathers,—even that 
the angels in heaven have ever remained as pure as they were in 
the hour of their creation,—wherefore resist any longer the conclu- 
sion that we have this faith from God’s own word as truly as from 
the fathers? 

Thus much to establish our right to assert that, so far as we know, 
we of this earth and, in part, angels, are the only beings in the uni- 
verse who have sinned. And we might now advance to give an air 
of proof that our knowledge on this point is in the line of truth. 
For instance, the comment of ALForD upon the parable of the lost 
sheep, cited elsewhere, would not be without force in this connection. 
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But time presses and we forbear. Our knowledge is upon the side 
of the supposition that amid all the worlds this alone has revolted 
against High Heaven. Let us assume such to be the fact. The 
assumption will serve our purpose as well as would a demonstration. 

Again. What if the moral history of this one world, in connec- 
tion with that of the fallen angels, (and these are so intermingled as 
not to require a separate consideration,—what if it be this moral 
history which deters all other worlds and all other beings from for- 
saking their original heritage of holiness,—which secures from them 
an eternal, intelligent, free-willed, spontaneous, loving obedience to 
God? 

Men of science tell us that such are the laws of gravitation that 
the minutest particle of matter in the universe has a controlling 
influence over every other particle. And shall the material influ- 
ences of this earth be more out-reaching than are its spiritual? 

Do you ask how its influences could be borne abroad in all the uni- 
verse? Look back into the Eden hour of our own world. Are not 
angels, and God in person, walking and talking as friends with man ? 
And what are the saints to doin the long hereafter? There is no more 
homely wit than philosophy in the saying of our friend: “I cannot 
believe that we are to do nothing for all eternity, aside from sitting 
upon benches, singing psalms!” Who shall say, therefore, that all 
which angelic eyes have witnessed of the tragedy of sin in this 
earth, from its first act}; more than six thousand years ago, down to 
this very moment, has not been told, over and over again, by angelic 
lips in every world, around, above, beneath? Who shall say that the 
redeemed in glory are not, as regards the past, the present and all 
the future, sent forth upon many a mission of love and mercy in all 
the universe,—highest among which it is to sit down in the bowers 


of Paradise after Paradise, and there relate the wonderful history of 
their sinning and their salvation? Yea,and may not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not merely as the God, but as the God-man also, reveal him- 
self to all his creatures in all places of his dominions? As he now 
appears at “the cool of the day,” to walk among his unfallen chil- 
dren, in this Eden-world or that, may it not be that he appears, not 
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as he was wont before he becatme the Redeemer of our race, but a 
he was seen of his disciples what time he ascended into heaven? 
That body of his, and those wounded hands and side of his,—these 
are his greatest glory now, and surely every eye in all the universe 
shall behold them, and every ear shall hear their story, and every 
pure heart shall be melted, and fortified in virtue, by their meaning. 

Thus, then, we can imagine how it is that the sad history of this 
one world in sin may be a moral influence in all other worlds. And 
do the Scriptures prohibit us from conceiving that this possibility 
may be a fact? So far otherwise, the angels are expressly repre- 
sented as taking the deepest interest in the fate of every sinner here. 
Yea, and saith the Apostle “Unto me, who am less than the least ° 
of all saints, is this grace given, that I shall preach among the Gen- 
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what 
is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God‘ who created all things by Jesus Christ, 
to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, (or, as we with equal right may render the Greek, to the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in all the uni- 
verse,) might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God.” 
It is more than fanciful therefore,—it is apparently scriptural, to say 
that the moral influences of this earth may have gone forth through- 
out the entire extent of the divine dominions. And what if it be 
likewise true that the result of those influences is as if this one 
world is standing, and shall forever stand, as that beacon-light upon 
the shore of eternity, by which an universe of worlds are saved from 
moral shipwreck ? > 

Such, then, is the hypothesis which we base upon the idea that 
this world of ours is only as a drop in the ocean of inhabited worlds, 
—even that it alone, amid all their millions, has used its liberty as 
against God, and that from its using its liberty in such wise, have 
out-flowed into all worlds, those moral influences, which interfere 
not with the liberty of mpygl creatures, but which secure them in 
the righteous enjoyment of that liberty, down through all the ages 


of their immortality. Wedo not ask you to admit that we have 
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the righteous enjoyment of that liberty, down through all the ages 
of their immortality. Wedo not ask you to admit that we have 
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established the truth of this hypothesis, either as a whole or in part. 
But we would trust that we have adduced sufficient evidence in 
support of its several portions, to justify us in now assuming that 
there is not so great a weight of testimony against it, that we are 
unwarranted to avail ourselves of it, for ali the legitimate purposes 
of a simple hypothesis. 

And upon such a hypothesis, in what is it derogatory to the 
divine character that sin has entered this world ?—or, to meet this 
awful question fairly and fully—that God not only permitted its 
entrance, but, from all eternity, pre-determined that he would 
do so? 

When the Most High had decided upon creating intelligent beings, 
there was a choice between moral freemen and moral slaves. He 
rejected the idea of hearing nothing but the clanking of spiritual 
chains forever and forever,.and that at the very least movement of 
every rational creature in all places of his dominions. But 
having determined to reign instead over an empire, in the which 
every living soul should enjoy the glorious liberty of a child of God, 
—each one of these souls must be made free indeed. God’s will 
could not be substituted for theirs, neither could his power force 
their movements, and they be other than moral slaves, They 
could remain moral freemen, and yet do all things according to the 
divine will, only upon this plan :—that the divine will controlled 
their movements no more forcibly than by means of moral induce- 
ments and considerations,—such as by imparting new information, 
advising, warning, inciting, and the like. And this glorious gift of 
liberty could not be entrusted to a single creature without the peril 
that it would resist moral inducements and considerations, and be- 
come disobedient to the divine will. And shall God permit this 
peril to hang, impending at random, over every soul in the universe, 
until at last it becomes a dread reality, perchance here, perchance 
there, perchance everywhere in his dominions? Shall he not the 
rather pre-determine exactly when, and where, and to what extent, 
this fearful contingency of rebellion against his will shall be permit- 
ted to become a fact? Is not this the only course to avoid the 
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possibility that the time may yet come, when every free spirit in his 
empire may be in revolt against his throne, and he be compelled to 
deprive them of their liberty and rule over them by his power ? 

Yea, and what if this necessary predetermination upon the part 
of the Most High, just when, and where, and to what extent, in an 
empire of free spirits, he would permit rebellion against his authority, 
—what if it be likewise the predetermination of just those means 
by which to fill the universe with those very moral inducements and 
considerations which shall, on the one hand, not touch the freedom 
of a single soul, and yet, on the other, not leave a single other soul 
n jeopardy of using its freedom as against God? Upon such a sup- 
position, does not the moral good of the whole universe demand of the 
heavenly Father that he pre-determine just when, and where, and to 
what extent he will permit this experiment of rebellion against his au- 
thority ? 

And this brings us to that other mystery—Christ upon the Cross! 
What an opportunity the sinning of this one world gives God man- 
ifest in the flesh, dying there upon Calvary, to teach all beings, in all 
places of his dominion, on the one hand, what a God of Love they 
are serving, and, on the other, how fearful will be the difficulties of 
regaining his favor, if they but once offend against his holy com- 
mandments! After seeing these truths thus illustrated, what un- 
fallen child of liberty, think ye, will venture thus to offend ? 

And then that further mystery, that sin should be permitted, 
through all these thousands and tens of thousands of years, to hold 
high carnival of death in the midst of the very souls among whom 
God’s own Son hath died professedly that they might live,—what 
of this? Is not each moment of all these centuries operating to the 
same great end? Yea, for this serpent sin is a terrible thing to get 
abroad among the worlds! It requires a long reach of the ages 
that it may have space for development in all its aspects of mon- 
strosity! Let it not perish toosoon from this one world where it has 
entered! Let the Almighty, in the fierceness of his judgments upon 
it, allow it to live on unti}it is comprehended in all his dominions in 
the full maturity of its terrors! Let it be seen by all worlds as with 
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honied words it stands in the Eden of our race and allures us to our 
ruin! Let it be seen by them as it exalts its flaming crest and 
strikes its fangs into the heart of the very Son of God! Let it be 
seen by them when the judgment fires are at length kindled in this 
earth of God’s love, beneficence and mercy, and it—this serpent 
sin—unfolds one coil after another of its malignity, and hate, and 
revenge from around the very hill of Calvary, and drops its hideous 

bulk and length finally and forever into the flame beneath! This, 

again, will be God’s wisdom and mercy. Thus will he most se- 

curely circumvent its wiles in another Eden. For, after that it is 

fully manifested to the universe here, think you that it will ever 

prevail with another Eve? Nay, let it put on the aspect of a very 

angel of light, and yet upon its very first hint at disobedience to 

God, it will be known in all worlds, and by every child of liberty, as 

that monster sin, and be fled from in consternation! And thus shall 

Satan himself, in due season, become a chief and eternal column 

of support in that sublime structure of moral freedom, which Jeho- 

vah is rearing in all the universe. 

And yet remains that mystery to some, the eternal punishment of 
the sinner who rejects salvation in Jesus! Who is prepared to say 
that this also is not a terrible necessity—an essential part and parcel 
—of the moral well-being of the universe? Look at it! Far up in 
the coming eternity,—long after this earth shall have been cleansed 
from every stain of sin, and sign of suffering, in the blood of the 
Lamb,—long after the very last tradition of its melancholy history 
shall have ceased to be related in the worlds around, because they 
have perished as physical structures,—yea, forever and forever, there 
shall exist in God’s kingdom of free creatures the possibility of 
transgressing the divine commandments—the very moment moral 
inducements and considerations cease to operate for the maintenance 
of those creatures in the holy employment of liberty. May it not 
be, therefore, among the highest behests of the divine Mercy itself 
that the smoke of yonder place of torments likewise ascendeth up 
forever and forever? 

So long as millions upon millions of worlds are in momentary 
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peril of moral shipwreck, and when all these worlds shall have been 
burned with fire untold centuries, so long thereafter as there shall 
be an empire of glorious natures, intrusted with the perilous power 
of resisting the will of the Most High himself,—yea, at what point 
in eternity itself are we prepared to say that the very Love of God 
could permit the extinguishing of those warning fires of perdition ? 

Thus, my friends, when we approach these great moral problems, 
not in their relations to this earth and time alone, but in their possi- 
ble relations to the universe and eternity as well,—how they appear 
to simplify! Thus even now may we conceive a scheme of the 
moral universe so comprehensive, beneficient and grand, that Sin, 
and Death, and Hell become therein the very ministers of blessing! 

‘* And yet this scheme involves somuch of shame and misery!’’ 
—do you exclaim? No scheme of man can destroy the fact of 
shame and misery. God’s scheme of the universe includes them, 
because it includes the permission of sin. Our concern, therefore, 
is for some hypothesis by which, in some degree at least, we may 
reply to oursouls, when they ask us, at times, those awful questions 
about the moral mysteries, in the midst of which we move. Our 
very destiny for all eternity is at stake in this tragedy of sin. 
And while, as children of Faith, we nothing doubt that in the 
divine plan of all worlds there is an ample reason for the per- 
mission of sin, though it be the mother of shame and misery, 
still, as children of Intellect and Liberty, the Lord’s people have 
in all ages felt to reverently inquire: What can that reason be? 
And thus in all ages they will continue to inquire, until at length 
they may say: In this hypothesis we can rest from our questionings. 
And what, therefore of the hypothesis we have been considering ? 

If God made free creatures, he could not render sin impossible. 
The most he could do, would be to define and limit the time, 
place and extent of its becoming actual, and then use the fact 
of sin, thus circumscribed, together with all its out-growths and 
fruits of shame and misery, to render it an impossibility /hence- 
forward and forever in all his vast empire of freedom. And, 
though the victims of sin here be so many millions, God is in 








24 


nowise responsible for their fate beyond endowing them with. 
the glorious nature and prerogatives ‘of his very children, instead 
of chaining them forever and forever as moral serfs to his throne. 
Yea, and though in themselves considered they be so great a 
multitude, and the aggregate of their suffering be so appalling, 
still, in the great scheme of the universe which we have been ad- 


. 4 , 
vancing,—what shall we say? Was ever end so magnificent 


compassed at so little sacrifice? All God’s illimitable domain of 
free spirits secured in an eternal, loving, infallible obedience to 
his righteous will, through the moral influences which result 
from the transgression of, asit were, but a single soul! No 
wonder that in such a moral scheme the Most High himself be- 
comes the very chief to sacrifice and suffer! 

Such, therefore, our brother, is the hypothesis with which we 
have proposed to give you some relief from your troubles of spirit 
concerning the moral mysteries in which we are involved. If you 
have none so good, we rejoice in giving it you. If you have a 
better, give it us, we pray, and, throwing our own aside, we 
will forever thank you. 

And now a single word, and we have done. Be what we have 
advanced or true or false, one thing is sure, Although the 
Psalmist knew it not, this earth is a part of the heavens. It 
likewise declares the glory of God. Its sinning is, in some way, 
as much to his praise, as is the purity of either world that stands 
above us, like a distant angel in shining robes, unfallen from 
the high places of the universe! 
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I. WATSON’S MANUAL OF CALISTHENICS ° : 
Il. HAND-BOOK OF CALISTHENICS AND GYMNASTICS,.......... 
Ill. THE SAME, In Heavy Gilt..............00. eres esecse evenes 


Ee sSent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of the price. 


Each volume is an 8vo,'printed on five and heavy tinted paper, richly and pro- 
fusely illustrated from original designs, w'th music to accompany the exercises. 
These works positively surpass all others on physical culture, in harmoniously 
blending the scientific and the practical, in the variety and completeness of the 
classes of movements, and in the adaptation of the exercises to the wants of both 
sexes und persons of all ages. In the first, all the exercises are without apparatus; 
in the second, complete courses ‘of exercises are given both with and without ap- 
paratus. ‘The exercises are adapted to the parlor, and embrace some of the most 
excellent life-infusing games and sports ever known. 

To consumptives, dyspeptics, invalids in general, and the sedentary, to all whe 
wish to secure physical beauty, muscular strength®and robust health, the nse of 
these books will prove invaluable. Tt is when heulth is lost.or impaired that one 
can.sympathize with the assertion of Professor Kloss, that ‘* He who has it has all 
things ; he who lacks it has nothing.” 

These books are superbly bound, and will grace any library or table, 


The work is the moxt complete and elaborate.—WV. Y. Hvening Post. 

We heartily commend it to all who prize payeics culture, health, and. symme- 
trical education. It will find its way into all our schools and families.— Continen- 
tal Monthly. 

Every person not accustomed to daily manual labor in the open air.onght to 
pursue this system of éxercise. The health of the whole community would be 
promoted.—JV. ¥. Observer. 


‘ A volume both valuable afid beautiful; it surpasses all its predecessors.— The 
Independent. 

It teachex the best means of educating the human body simultaneous!y with the 
human mind.— The Albion. 

It is very comprehensive in its character, embracing several om which have 
never before been included in one treatise, The subject is treated in a most care- 
ful and exact form, and illustrated in a style which leaves nothing to be desired,— 
Sunday-School Times. ) 

To those in authority, whose influence would be effectual in promoting the cir- 
culation of this book, it becomes a positive duty so to do by every means in their 
power All who have the = welfare of the human race at heart, and under- 
stand: how powerless the intellect is to contend against the burden of a feeble and 
emaciated frame, are equally interested jn its teachings, and answerable, each in 
his own sphere, however small it may be, for the consequences of neglecting them. 
—New York Daily Times. 

Truly a book that every family should have. The whole subject of thorough 
bodily exercise is made as attractive as it is important.— Harper's Weekly. 

The book cannot be too highly reeommended.— Home Journal. 


We practiced these exercises to reenver health; we advise others to practice 
them to keep it... . These, books ure a credit to the American press.--London 
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I3 NO “EXPERIMENT.” EF 18 AN ESTABLISHED FA 


Tt vives evilonce ot decided ability. — A poleton'’s i Anneak Cop daaedta. * 
It is well deserving the attention of Pont cational. public. —Daily Prd yun. 
1c is varied, indepen lent. aid hlehly, vestive. —Commonwealth, Bort me. 
The wants of Education, and the means to supply.them arg ably. discuss dl. Tt 
department from a National Svatemy.t) details of thheintividaal Sehoot Lous 
It is full of fagor. n ution, Po thedive Teacher aa namyeriis worth a your's; 
—Cal ifor ht Tat oy 
The articles ova a higher order of talent and pdssess that’ brevity which isthe acid of 
— Daily Mirror, 
it is marked by Tommch Tet hip.and straight-ornward hondsty.— Pn fessor Richard 
President pate i any late Prext. of Minoix State Teaches’: Assveiation. : 
It is the Queen of wh Mcnthlies, weithy of itehigh neme, No Tuinector chr efoed 
without it%sade 7. nuw, Supt. Public Instruction, Kansas. 
All testity ape §idRelietal abinity with which tt is conductéll and All 
pointedy!vaticd, and eminently: pAictical character’of its articles, It is replete with 
moritvolt Physital Cultard; School Government and Discipline, Object. Teaching. 
of Parents and: Teachers, best modes of teaching, varied means for awakening: 
the best School Books, School Furniture and Apparatas, with ‘Histories of ‘the! 
number contains a brief s#mmary of. what is new in * Science and the Acts,” i 
telligence, interesting: Miscellany, and occasionally aracy Pedagogical Story, In 
interest to tencher, and parent aro, discussed .with freedom and-vigor. New books 
without regard to anthor or publisher, oA ndi ferent books, will not be treated witht Bike 
Jatives of commendation. 
As proof of the high estimate placed upon this “Monthly, the publishers are hepo to aunen 
that ITS CIRCULATION IS NOT EXCEEDED BY ANY SIMILAR JOURNAL IN THE We 
That we may promptly donble this already large circulation, we shall, for the present. " 


LIBERAL AND EXTRAORDINARY HIDUCEMEN TES 
ox ORT TE SURO rn oe eo 
PORTRAIT OF THE LATE PRESIDENT,/ABRAHA 


Sizo, 9 by 101-2 inches. (This Portrait is sold at retail for fifty cents). Also, aM ‘ATURE COPY of | Rt 


GUYOT'S GREAT PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL WALL MAP OF THE ONITED. ' 
(This beautiful and accurate Map is of suitable sizefor binding in the Monthly : 
It was made for this purpose, . It could not be made and sold at retail for jess than 


For $3.00, awe will send the Mox7in.y ore year to rwo PERsoNs (Or two years: 
TWO PORTRAITS OF HE Lane PRESIDENT LINCOLN: TWO O } 
MINIATURE MAPS OF THE U. 8.. nnd any ONE ¢ingle) NUMBER. OF 
ROSTRUEM. (See List on next payre), 

For $1.59, the Mowritr.y. one year to three persons rnd THREE PORTRAITS, TREE bay 
with ONE DOUBLE NO.. or tea wingle Nos,, of PULPTT AND ROSTRUM. 

ROW IS TME TEM for subscribers to nvail themselves of these epecial te 
feo! at liberty to. withdraw they as soolt as we shall have deubled cur present : 
Subscribers may begin with sy Dumber, It ts stereotyped and back atumberszre carat 
ber nimber begins 3 highly interesting 


STORY OF MASTER PETER PEDAGOGUS: 
x SWISS TEACHER OF THE OLDEN STYLE, 
That number contains alay a valuable paper om PEDAGOGICAL LAW; 
es a 


Terms, $1.50 per an. in Advance. Single Num 
An Agent is wanted forthe Monthly in every locality. Senl for A gents’ Cireuta, 


SCHERMERHORN, BANCROFT & CO., Publish 


512 ARCH STRERT, 
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